
Missouri Mental Health Transformation 
Housing Implementation Work Group 

March 31, 2009 
Summary of Meeting 

 
Attending: Liz Hagar-Mace (Co-Chair);  Heather Bradley-Geary (MHDC); Hillary Unrein (MHDC); Julie Ousley (Mo HealthNet); Connie Neumann (Queen of Peace);Virginia Selleck (CMH/CPS); 
James Glenn (MHAH); Katie Burnham (VA); Jake Jacobs (Jackson County Board of Services); Dianna Moore (Central MO CAA ); Sandy Wilson (MASW); Carol Scott (DHSS/Ombudsman 
Program);  Brent Morris (DOC); Guests: Andy Papen (DED); Cliff Cohn,( Yarco Companies) Kimber Myers Givner, (Phoenix Family Housing): Vickie Epple (Staff); Karen Battjes (Staff) 
 

Agenda Item Discussion Decisions/Tasks 
   
Approval of the Minutes (Meeting Summary) Minutes were sent by e-mail. No changes made.  
Neighborhood Stabilization Program (NSP) Andy Papen (Department of Economic Development) provided information on NSP, which is funded 

by HUD: 
• HUD’s new NSP provides emergency assistance to all states and certain local 

governments to acquire and redevelop foreclosed properties that otherwise may become 
sources of abandonment and blight within their communities. The HUD grants allow the 
communities to rehabilitate, resell or redevelop the homes in order to stabilize 
neighborhoods.  

• NSP Round 2 is a competitive grant process that is awarded for activities that address 
home foreclosure and abandonment and for the provision of capacity building and support 
for grantees. 

 

 

Housing Development with Services • Cliff Cohn, Yarco Companies, presented on the properties which have been built or rehabbed 
by Yarco. The meeting location was a Yarco Property: Columbia Square Townhomes. This 
property was in poor condition with a high crime rate as evidenced by frequency of police calls. 
In order to rehab and maintain the property, Yarco worked closely with the Columbia Police 
Department to rid the area of drug dealers. This included the purchase and rehab of 
neighborhood properties in close proximity to Columbia Square. As a result of Yarco’s efforts, 
the crime rate has dropped dramatically. Yarco acknowledges that the person to whom they 
rent often have multiple needs, so the company developed a non-profit company, Phoenix 
Family Housing, to assist individuals with a range of support services. 

• Kimber Myers Givner, Phoenix Family Housing discussed the range of services offered to 
individuals and families that live in Yarco properties. These services include after-school 
programs, GED classes, recreation/park amenities, case management to link persons to 
needed community services, and short-term assistance with rent and utilities.  
          

A tour of Columbia Square 
Townhomes was provided. 

Planning to Plan Julie Stone facilitated a group discussion regarding the development of a state housing plan that 
focuses on development of housing options for persons with disabilities. Themes were identified 
that will be further discussed in subsequent planning meetings. 

The focus of the following 
meetings will be on the 
development of a housing 
plan. 



Next Meetings May 12, 2009, 10 – 3  @ Fellowship Hall, Salvation Army, 1108 W Ash St, Columbia MO 
 
July 14, 2009, 10 - 3 @ Career Center, Room A/B, 1500 Vandiver, Columbia MO 
 
September 8, 2009, 10 – 3 @ Career Center, Room A/B, 1500 Vandiver, Columbia MO 
 

 



 

 
Housing Issues 

A significant number of individuals with mental illness are currently living in 
Residential Care Facilities (RCF), Assisted Living Facilities (ALF), or Skilled Nursing 
Facilities (SNF), many of whom are young adults.  CPS/ Supported Community 
Living Program provided the following 2006 data:  2,856 DMH/CPS consumers lived 
in RCF I and II;   and 423 consumers lived in SNF’s.  

 

Discussion of Housing Issues document. 
Suggestion that a sub-group be created 
to address concerns. 
Note: Soon after this meeting, an inter-
departmental work group was 
developed under the guidance of the 
Directors of Social Services, Health 
and Senior Services, and Mental 
Health. 

Next Meeting 9:30am – 3:00pm; 
Tuesday, March 31st 

@ 
Columbia Square 
1715 West Worley 

Columbia MO 

 
Will order pizza @ $3/person or bring own 
lunch. 

 


