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February 9, 2009 
Summary of Meeting 

 
Attending: Liz Hagar-Mace (Co-Chair);  Heather Bradley-Geary (MHDC); Hillary Unrein (MHDC); Julie Ousley (Mo HealthNet); Connie Neumann (Queen of Peace);Virginia Selleck (CMH/CPS); 
Brooke Dawson (DMH/PATH Coordinator);  Katie Burnham (VA); Danielle Easter (VA); Carol Scott (DHSS/Ombudsman Program); Cathy Enfield (Self-Advocate);  Louisa Bolinger (DOC); Vickie 
Epple (Staff); Karen Battjes (Staff) 
 

Agenda Item Discussion Decisions/Tasks 
 For the benefit of new members and guests, Liz provided an overview of the 

purpose for the work group and a review of the previous meeting. 
 

Approval of the Minutes (Meeting Summary) Minutes were sent by e-mail. Approval given  
New HUD Funded Projects Heather Bradley-Geary and Liz Hagar-Mace provided the group with an update on 

HUD awards: 
 
A record of seven (7) 811 projects were awarded to Missouri (89 units). 
 
The Missouri Department of Mental Health Housing Unit manages 26 HUD grants 
that fund Shelter Plus Care programs in many counties in the state. In 2008, DMH 
applied for and received funding for four new grants; two will serve chronically 
homeless persons in the City of St. Louis and Kansas City, and two will serve 
homeless families and individuals in St. Louis County and St. Louis City. The new 
grants will begin operation in 2009 
 

Heather discussed key points of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act re.: 
Housing:  

• $1.5 billion for homeless prevention activities, which will be allocated to 
states, cities and local governments through the emergency shelter grant 
formula; 

• $4 billion to the public housing capital fund to enable local public housing 
agencies to address a $32 billion backlog in capital needs -- especially 
those improving energy efficiency in aging buildings; 

• $1 billion for the Community Development Block Grant program for 
community and economic development projects including housing and 
services for those hit hard by tough economic times; 

• $250 million is included for energy retrofitting and green investments in 
HUD-assisted housing projects;  

• $2.25 billion through HOME and the Low Income Housing Tax Credit 

 



program to fill financing gaps caused by the credit freeze and get stalled 
housing development projects moving; 

• $2 billion for full-year payments to owners receiving Section 8 project-
based rental assistance; 

• $2 billion for the redevelopment of abandoned and foreclosed homes; 

 
Outreach, Access, and Recovery (SOAR) Brooke Dawson, PATH Coordinator, provided the group with information about 

SOAR: Obtaining benefits from the U.S. Social Security Administration (SSA) can 
play a crucial role in access to housing and services needed for a homeless 
person’s return to a life in the community. These benefits include Supplemental 
Security Income (SSI) and Social Security Disability Insurance (SSDI). SOAR helps 
states and communities develop strategies and provide training to case workers 
who counsel individuals in preparing accurate and complete SSI or SSDI 
applications. Brooke has contracted with Truman Behavioral Health for a part-time 
person to provide statewide coordination of SOAR training.  

 

 

Peer Specialists Training Program Karen Battjes reported on the Peer Specialist Program. Across the State, persons 
with mental illness are being trained to provide peer services to consumers. A 
primary role is to model and teach recovery skills regarding community living. Peer 
Specialists are ideal for providing assistance to persons residing in supportive 
housing. 

 

New Partnership Liz Hager-Mace shared information regarding a new partnership which has 
been developed between the Corporation for Supportive Housing (CSH) and 
Mental Health America-Heartland (MHAH). CSH is a national, nonprofit 
intermediary that helps communities create permanent housing with services to 
prevent and end homelessness.  (MHAH) will become CSH’s mid-west agent.  

James Glenn is the MHAH contact: 
jglenn@mhah.org 
(913) 281-2221 

National  “Best Practices” in Housing The following national models were discussed: 
 

(1) Sound Families/Washington Families’ Fund: 
This program is a unique public-private partnership created by the State 
Legislature to provide supportive services to homeless families. A $40 
million commitment from the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation launched 
a program to develop new housing with support services.  
 

(2) Tennessee: Creating Homes Initiative (CHI)) 
CHI partners with local communities, assertively and strategically, to 
educate, inform and expand quality, safe, affordable and permanent 
housing options for persons with mental illness and developmental 
disabilities. CHI provides Regional Housing Facilitators to provide 
assistance to local community leaders and mental health advocates. 

Discussion revealed participants’ opinion that 
within Missouri we have programs that 
incorporate strengths identified within the 
National “Best Practice” Housing Models. 
 
Next Step: Facilitator will assist group in 
identifying components and to develop a plan 
for building upon existing strengths. 

mailto:jglenn@mhah.org


 
(3) Renaissance Housing in Denver 

The Colorado Coalition for the Homeless provides a continuum of housing 
and a variety services to homeless and at-risk families, children and 
individuals. The Renaissance model integrates transition housing units 
with mixed income affordable housing. 
 

(4) Minnesota: The Mental Health Housing Mission  
In 1998 the Minnesota legislature added a housing mission to the 
Comprehensive Mental Health Act, in which the commissioner shall ensure 
that housing services provided as part of a comprehensive mental health 
services system. 
 

(5) Collaborative Support Programs of NJ (CSPNJ) 
CSPNJ is a statewide not-for-profit psychiatric consumer/survivor mental 
health and housing agency. It is a consumer-managed agency that 
provides multiple services using a strong self-heal philosophy and 
consumer-empowerment service delivery orientation. 
 

(6)  Yarco/Phoenix Family 
Heather discussed a Missouri model in which Yarco, housing development 
and management company collaborates with Phoenix Family to provide a 
range of support services. Yarco/Phoenix Family manages Columbia 
Square. Heather agreed to arrange to meet at Columbia Square and to talk 
with representatives from Yarco/Phoenix Family. 
 
 



 

 
Housing Issues 

A significant number of individuals with mental illness are currently living in 
Residential Care Facilities (RCF), Assisted Living Facilities (ALF), or Skilled Nursing 
Facilities (SNF), many of whom are young adults.  CPS/ Supported Community 
Living Program provided the following 2006 data:  2,856 DMH/CPS consumers lived 
in RCF I and II;   and 423 consumers lived in SNF’s.  

 

Discussion of Housing Issues document. 
Suggestion that a sub-group be created 
to address concerns. 
Note: Soon after this meeting, an inter-
departmental work group was 
developed under the guidance of the 
Directors of Social Services, Health 
and Senior Services, and Mental 
Health. 

Next Meeting 9:30am – 3:00pm; 
Tuesday, March 31st 

@ 
Columbia Square 
1715 West Worley 

Columbia MO 

 
Will order pizza @ $3/person or bring own 
lunch. 

 


